What happens when you die?  
John’s vision of heaven in Revelation gives us a picture of what heaven is like. Ultimately heaven is the place (or state) in which Christians will spend eternity with God, under the headship of the Lord Jesus Christ.  And He made known to us the mystery of His will, according to His good pleasure, which He purposed in Christ, to be put into effect when the times have reached their fulfillment - to bring all things in heaven and earth together under one head, even Christ.  Ephesians 1:9,10

Many people wonder what is going to happen when they die.  Will I go to heaven?  Is there a hell?  How do I know I am going to heaven?  

Here is one interpretation (of many!) that is based on many parts of the Bible that describe what happens when you die.
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Heaven





Before Christ





When people died they went to Sheol/Hades


Psalm 49:14,15





3 days 





Jesus preached to the dead in Sheol/Hades


1 Peter 3:18,19  4:6





Sheol (Hebrew)


Hades (Greek)


the abode of the dead





When Jesus rose from the dead He took the saved with Him to Heaven  Psalm 49:15, Ephesians 4:8





When Christians die they go to Heaven. 1 Peter 3:22, John 14:1-3, 1 Thessalonians 4:14, 5:10 Philippians 1:23, Revelation 7:9,14,17, 19:6-9





Those in Paradise were raised with Christ  Luke 23:43





Those in the Pit remain in Hades until resurrected for the Last Judgement   Luke 16:19-31





Psalm 103:4





Tribulation





Millenium





New Heavens and New Earth





The Last Judgement


Everyone is resurrected and judged according to what they have done  Revelation 20:7-15


1 Corinthians 3:12-15





When non-Christians die they go to Hades  2 Peter 2:9,10





Second Coming


 Jesus returns with all the saved


   1 Corinthians 15:50-57, 


     1 Thessalonians 4:13-18, 


        Revelation 19:11-21





Gehenna - Hell





Those outside of Christ spend  


   eternity in hell 


     Revelation 20:14,15,  22:1-6





Those in Christ spend eternity with Him  Ephesians 1:10








