Palm Sunday special communion service.  1st April 2012.
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Worship team
	Welcome.  Bible reading.   Prayer.
Notices 
Offering

Palm Sunday. 

Today is the week before the Jewish Passover. We call it Palm Sunday.  We are going to explore together some of the events that took place in this week nearly 2000 years ago.

The Triumphal entry

Read Matthew 21:1-11. 

Sing “Hosanna”.  During singing of this song Ian will lead us in a procession waving palm branches. At the end place palms leading towards the Cross.
Jesus had a busy week!  When Jesus entered Jerusalem 
· He entered the temple area and drove out all who were buying and selling there. Matthew 21:12.  The money changers helped foreigners exchange foreign money for the shekels needed for the temple tax and for buying animals for the sacrifices.  Jesus said My house will be called a house of prayer but you are making it a den of robbers.  Matthew 21:13.
· He healed the blind and lame but when the chief priests and the teachers of the law saw the wonderful things He did and the children shouting in the temple area “Hosanna to the Son of David’ they were indignant. "Do you hear what these children are saying?" they asked him. "Yes," replied Jesus, "have you never read, " 'From the lips of children and infants you have ordained praise'?" Matthew 21:15,16.
· He then went back to Bethany to spend the night.  (Show map). Over the next few days Jesus went back and forth to the temple and 
· had a run in with the chief priests and elders about His authority to do what He was doing

· taught a number of parables.
· had another run in with the Pharisees, this time about paying taxes:  Give to Caesar what is Caesar’s, and to God what is God’s. Matthew 22:21.

· had a discussion with the Sadducees about the resurrection and whether or not we will be married. At the resurrection people will neither marry nor be given in marriage; they will be like the angels in heaven. Matthew 22:30
· had a debate with an expert teacher of the law about the commandments. 'Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind.'   This is the first and greatest commandment.  And the second is like it: 'Love your neighbour as yourself.'  All the Law and the Prophets hang on these two commandments." Matthew 22:37-40.
· justified His position as the Son of God.

· pronounced seven woes on the Pharisees and teachers of the law. Chapter 23.

· explained what is going to happen at the end of the age. Chapters 24,25.

· Then two days before the Passover (Nisan 12) Jesus said "As you know, the Passover is two days away - and the Son of Man will be handed over to be crucified." Matthew 26:2.  Jesus knew what was going to happen and when it was going to happen.
· Meanwhile the chief priests and the elders of the people assembled in the palace of the high priest, whose name was Caiaphas,   and they plotted to arrest Jesus in some sly way and kill him.  "But not during the Feast," they said, "or there may be a riot among the people."  
· Back at Bethany Jesus was anointed for His burial . A woman came to him with an alabaster jar of very expensive perfume, which she poured on his head as he was reclining at the table.  When the disciples saw this, they were indignant. "Why this waste?" they asked.   "This perfume could have been sold at a high price and the money given to the poor."   Aware of this, Jesus said to them, "Why are you bothering this woman? She has done a beautiful thing to me.  The poor you will always have with you, but you will not always have me.   When she poured this perfume on my body, she did it to prepare me for burial.   I tell you the truth, wherever this gospel is preached throughout the world, what she has done will also be told, in memory of her."  

· Judas agreed to betray Jesus for thirty silver coins – the price of a slave. From then on Judas watched for an opportunity to hand him over.

Whew!! How do you think Jesus was feeling at this point?
Two worship songs.
The last supper.

On the first day of the feast of unleavened bread, the disciples came to Jesus and asked, "Where do you want us to make preparations for you to eat the Passover?" He replied, "Go into the city to a certain man and tell him, 'The Teacher says: My appointed time is near. I am going to celebrate the Passover with my disciples at your house.' " So the disciples did as Jesus had directed them and prepared the Passover.
“Communion” ( including lead up to the last supper, washing of Peter’s feet, Judas’ betrayal, and Jesus’ determination to do the Father’s will).
We will now explore aspects of the Last Supper, from a Christian point of view.  
This was a Seder – a Passover meal. It would have started with the Kiddush, traditionally said by the father of the house.

Kiddush

Blessed are You, Lord our God, King of the universe, who creates the fruit of the vine. (Amen)

Blessed are You, Lord our God, King of the universe, Who chose us from all the nations, and elevated us above all tongues, and sanctified us with His commandments. And You gave us, Lord our God, with love, festivals for happiness, holidays and times for joy, this day the Festival of Matzos, the time of our freedom, a holy convocation, a remembrance of the Exodus from Egypt. Because You chose us, and sanctified us from all the nations, and Your holy festivals in happiness and in joy You have given us as a heritage. Blessed are You, God, Who sanctifies Israel and the holiday seasons. (Amen)
Now, as you can see there are lots of things on the Passover table.  We will explain what they were and what they were for.  Also what you do when you come to the table.  (Items on the seder table are in order from left to right):
Water bowl/towel.  Wash and dry your hands as you approach the table.
Unleavened bread.  Bread was a common food but this was unleavened bread - matzah - made without yeast.  (It was the Feast of Unleavened bread which began at sunset, so for the next 7 days they could only eat this matzah bread).  The yeast, or leaven, represented sin and contamination. (When it is present in ordinary bread it causes the bread to rise, get puffy, and later sour and decay.  This reminded the Israelites of human pride and hypocrisy, not something God wanted associated with His offerings).  But the matzah bread reminded the people of the first Passover where they had to flee in haste.  They didn’t have time to wait for the bread to rise so didn’t include the yeast. 
On the day before the Passover the whole family was involved in cleaning the house so there would be no leaven anywhere at all. They went inside and out to find old bread or anything that could be contaminated with leaven and then burnt it.  Also the oven was put through a cleaning cycle to make it kosher for the Passover. A special flour was used called kemach shel matzah shamura. This flour was watched from the moment of harvest to the moment of packing to make sure it did not come into contact with any moisture.  It was mixed with clean water, 1 part water to 3 parts flour, and baked quickly in the clean oven.
Today, during the Passover meal part of the matzah bread is broken off, placed in a napkin and then hidden away. This is called the afikomen.  At the end of the meal the children search for the afikomen and when it is found it is broken up and eaten by everyone in the house.  (Sort of like how we do with the bread in our communion).  Some think this is done to help keep the children awake because whoever finds the afikomen gets a prize!  Others think that because the word afikomen is like a similar word in greek “epikomoi” which means ‘dessert”, it is like a pudding to finish the meal. 
In Jesus’ time the afikomen referred to the “coming One” meaning the longed for Messiah.  The whole piece of matzah represented all of Israel and the Messiah was to be “broken off” from the people and hidden away.  The appearance of the afikomen at the end of the meal was symbolic of the coming of the Messiah.  So when Jesus held up the afikomen and said This is my body He was making an amazing claim.  He was saying “I am the Messiah”.  (The rabbis later downplayed this part of the Passover seder because it had become so important during the Christian eucharist or communion).

Kathy: break off a sizable piece of the bread and put it in a napkin.  Get everyone to close their eyes and go and hide the afikomen.  At the end of the meal there will be a treasure hunt to find it!

The dip or sop.  
The dipping bowl contained a mixture of apple, nuts, wine and spices.  The bread was dipped into this mixture.  It was this bowl that Jesus referred to when speaking of Judas:  “The one who has dipped his hand into the bowl with me will betray me”.  Matthew 26:23.  The dip represents the mud that the Israelites used to make bricks when they were in captivity in Egypt.

Break off a piece of the bread; dip it and then eat.  Remember how the Lord Jesus on the night He was betrayed, took bread, and when He had given thanks, He broke it and said “This is my body, broken for you.  Do this in remembrance of Me”. 1 Corinthians 11:23,24.
The wine.  
In those days wine was routinely mixed with water. (2 parts water mixed with 1 part wine).  
Neil: mix water and wine into a jar.  In those days some believed that diluting wine would improve it!  The wine would purify the water (which was of questionable quality).    It was common to drink wine (in moderation) because it brought good cheer and was seen as a sign of fruitfulness. Wine measurably drunk and in season bringeth gladness of the heart, and cheerfulness of the mind” Ecclesiasticus 31:28 , 29.    

The four cups in the Passover ceremony stood for the four promises God made to His people in Exodus 6:6,7.  I am the Lord, and I will bring you out from under the yoke of the Egyptians.  I will free you from being slaves to them, and I will redeem you with an outstretched arm and with mighty acts of judgement.  I will take you as my own people, and I will be your God.  Then you will know that I am the Lord your God, who brought you out from under the yoke of the Egyptians.  
The cups came to be known as The Cup of Sanctification; the Cup of Deliverance; the Cup of Redemption, and the Cup of Acceptance.

Then there was an extra cup: the Cup of Elijah:  Kos Eliyahu.  God promised that Elijah would come before Messiah in Malachi 4:5, so another cup, was prepared symbolising the redemption that was still to come through Messiah. Even today at the end of every Sabbath Jews sing about Elijah who should come speedily, in our days…along with the Messiah, son of David, to redeem us.  The host invited the children to go and see if Elijah was outside and invite him in to join the Passover meal.  The door was always left open just in case! 

Elijah’s Cup also had a practical purpose.  When they were determining how many cups of wine they should drink during the Passover seder, the ancient rabbis couldn’t decide whether there should be four or five. Their solution was to drink four cups and then pour another one for Elijah (the fifth cup). When he returned it would be up to him to decide whether this fifth cup should be drunk during the seder!  

The Cup of Elijah was never drunk from but Jesus said an interesting thing in Matthew 17:10-13. John the Baptist had come before Him, preparing the way as Elijah was to do.   Jesus said  To be sure, Elijah comes and will restore all things.  But I tell you Elijah has already come and they did not recognise him…..  Then the disciples realised He was talking to them about John the Baptist. 
So maybe today we can drink from the Cup of Elijah, seeing that he has already come!!!! 
Neil: go and check whether Elijah is outside “just in case”!  Then fill the five cups with the diluted wine. 
Drink from one of the four cups.  You can choose sanctification, deliverance, redemption or acceptance!  As you do so remember how Jesus said This cup is the new covenant in my blood.  Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.  For whenever you eat this bread and drink this cup you proclaim the Lord’s death until He comes.  1 Corinthians 11:25,26.

Vegetable (karpas)  dipped in salt water. 
The green vegetable (e.g. parsley, lettuce, radish or cucumber) symbolised the rebirth of hope, and the salt water symbolised the tears of God’s people shed during their years of enslavement.  
Take a piece of the vegetable, dip it into the salt water and put it on your plate.

Roast lamb.  
The lamb was sacrificed at the Temple during the day and was then roasted for the evening meal.  The shedding of the blood of the lamb was a reminder us of the tenth plague in Egypt, when all firstborn Egyptians were killed. The Israelites marked the doorposts of their homes with the blood of a lamb as a signal that death should pass over them. Exodus 12:12: On that same night I will pass through Egypt and strike down every firstborn - both men and animals - and I will bring judgment on all the gods of Egypt... The blood will be a sign... on the houses where you are; and when I see the blood, I will pass over you. No destructive plague will touch you when I strike Egypt." The lamb is sometimes called the Paschal lamb, because paschal means ‘pass over’, or ‘skip over’.  God passed over the Israelites and spared them when He saw the blood on the doorposts.  

When John the Baptist saw Jesus coming he exclaimed  Behold, the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world.  Jesus was God’s Passover lamb!  By the shedding of His blood He made full and complete atonement for the sins of all.   You can read about this in the book of Hebrews.  Under the law everything had to be cleansed by the shedding of blood and without the shedding of blood there is no forgiveness. Hebrews 9:22.  Jesus appeared once for all at the end of the ages to do away with sin by the sacrifice of Himself. Hebrews 9:27. Now we have been made holy through the sacrifice of the body of Jesus Christ, once for all.  By one sacrifice He has made perfect forever those who are being made holy. Hebrews 10:10,12.  Aren’t you glad that Christ our Passover Lamb has been sacrificed? 1 Corinthians 5:7.  He brought in a new covenant by the shedding of His blood!  He said This cup is the new covenant in my blood.  Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.  For whenever you eat this bread and drink this cup you proclaim the Lord’s death until He comes.                  1 Corinthians 11:25,26.
Take some lamb and put it on your plate.

Bitter herbs.  A mixture of five different herbs were eaten with the roast lamb.  e.g. endive, lettuce, chicory, sorrel, watercress, horse radish, dandelion and mint.  The bitter herbs were eaten in memory of the bitter experience of slavery in Egypt.
Take some bitter herbs and eat them with the roast lamb and vegetable.

The Passover meal was normally eaten standing to remember the first Passover when the Jewish people fled from Egypt in haste.   Today the Jews lean on their left side when drinking the four cups and eating the Matzah to accentuate the fact that they are free people. In ancient times only free people had the luxury of reclining while eating.
After the temple was destroyed the Jews couldn’t make sacrifices at the temple and many of their traditions changed or were watered down. Nowadays many Jews only have what is known as a ‘seder plate’ for their Passover meal, rather than the wonderful feast that you have here.  On the seder plate there is just:

· Some dip

· A vegetable and sometimes some salt water
· A shank bone from a lamb (rather than the whole roast lamb). For vegetarians this is replaced by a roasted beet which is cut so it is shaped like a bone. Beetroot has a suitable blood colour!
· Some bitter herbs 

· A bitter vegetable
· [image: image1.jpg]


A hard boiled egg for mourning the loss of the two temples

Invite the people to come up to the table: wash their hands,  give thanks for the meal, dip and eat the bread, drink the wine, then take a plate with vegetable, lamb and bitter herbs and eat in remembrance of Jesus’ death at Passover time.

The afikomen

Now it’s time to see if you can find the afikomen!  

When it is found break it into many small pieces and let everyone gather around and have a piece. They can think of it as their “dessert”.  As they take it remember that Jesus said 
This is my body that is broken for you. And remember that in saying this He was actually saying “I am the Messiah”. 
When they had sung a hymn they went out to the Mount of Olives. Mark 14:26.

Sing  “Thank you for the Cross, Lord”  
Read Matthew 26:36-46.  The garden of Gethsemane.

Have you ever wondered why the disciples fell asleep?  Just think what they had done (and Jesus) that day, and in the last week. Walked back and forth to Bethany many times. Went to the temple to prepare the Passover lamb.  Probably helped clean the house. (It was normal to invite visitors or even strangers in to share the Passover meal.  Just think of all the work for the women!). Then they would have had a big evening meal that would have carried on till quite late, plus four cups of wine. Then there was the emotion of it all: especially finding out that Jesus was to die; wondering who was to betray Him….  Way past midnight they walked back to the other side of Jerusalem to the Garden of Gethsemane  and then were asked to pray!!!  No wonder they fell asleep.  But not Jesus.  He really prayed!
Read Poem  “At the foot of the tree”.

And so we are coming to the end of a pretty momentous week for Jesus and the disciples.  

But it didn’t finish there.  That very night Judas betrayed Jesus with a kiss and then went off and hanged himself in shame. Jesus was arrested without putting up a fight. Peter chopped off the ear of the High Priest’s servant, and Jesus restored it. Jesus was taken before Annas , the father in law of Caiaphas the High priest and was questioned and was struck in the face.  He was then sent to Caiaphas ,  who didn’t have the authority to condemn Him to death and sent Him to Pilate, the Roman governor.  Pilate questioned Jesus and found no basis for a charge against Him. He tried to release Barabbas but the crowd cried out for him to crucify Jesus.  
At the start of the week there was a crowd crying Hosanna.  Now there was a crowd crying Crucify Him.  Crucify Him.  Were they the same crowd?  No!  No Jew would have been up on the night of the Passover.  They would have all been tucked up in bed.  This was rent-a-crowd! The whole so-called trial took place during the night when most of Jesus’ supporters were in bed.  The authorities jacked up a crowd of Romans and corrupt priests so they could have Jesus condemned without any resistance Mark 15:1 says that Jesus was pronounced guilty very early in the morning.  Remember, Peter had denied Jesus three times before the cock crowed, so it still wasn’t morning.  

And then Jesus was actually crucified at 9 o clock in the morning – the time of the first temple service of the day.  The authorities knew they had to finish the secret trial before the crowds came into the city in the morning. That’s why when Jesus was carrying His cross out of town His supporters  appeared and started weeping when they realised He was being led to His death.  The entire trial took place during the night after the Passover meal when most of the people were asleep!
Phew.  What a week!  And what was it all leading up to?  The cross!  The way by which you and I could be saved by Jesus, the Messiah, the lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world. We’ll learn all about that next week!
Sing again  “Thank you for the Cross, Lord.










The Cup of Deliverance








The Cup of Acceptance.








The Cup of Redemption








The Cup of Sanctification








Unleavened bread.  


Bread was a common food but this was unleavened bread made without yeast.  (It was the Feast of Unleavened bread).  This matzah bread reminded the people of the first Passover where they had to flee in haste.  They didn’t have time to wait for the bread to rise so didn’t include yeast. The bread also symbolised equality and simplicity. 


Break off a piece of the bread; dip it in the sop and then eat.  


Remember how the Lord Jesus on the night He was betrayed, took bread, and when He had given thanks, He broke it and said “This is my body, broken for you.  Do this in remembrance of Me”.  1 Corinthians 11:23,24.











The dip or sop.  


The dipping bowl contained a mixture of apple, nuts, wine and spices.  The bread was dipped into this mixture.  It was this bowl that Jesus referred to when speaking of Judas:  “The one who has dipped his hand into the bowl with me will betray me”.  Matthew 26:23.  The dip represents the mud that the Israelites used to make brick when they were in captivity in Egypt.








Water bowl


Wash and dry your hands as you approach the table.








The wine


The four cups in the Passover ceremony stood for the four promises God made to His people in Exodus 6:6,7.  I am the Lord, and I will bring you out from under the yoke of the Egyptians.  I will free you from being slaves to them, and I will redeem you with an outstretched arm and with mighty acts of judgement.  I will take you as my own people, and I will be your God.  Then you will know that I am the Lord your God, who brought you out from under the yoke of the Egyptians.  


The cups came to be known as The Cup of Sanctification; the Cup of Deliverance; the Cup of Redemption, and the Cup of Acceptance.


Drink from one of the four cups.  You can choose sanctification, deliverance, redemption or acceptance!  


As you do so remember how Jesus said This cup is the new covenant in my blood.  Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.  For whenever you eat this bread and drink this cup you proclaim the Lord’s death until He comes.  1 Corinthians 11:25,26.














The Cup of Elijah.


God promised that Elijah would come before Messiah (Malachi 4:5), so another cup, was prepared symbolising future redemption that has not yet been fulfilled.  The host invited Elijah in through the open front door then poured wine into the Cup of Elijah, but it was never drunk from.  








The vegetable dipped in salt water.


The green vegetable (e.g. parsley) symbolised the rebirth of hope, and the salt water symbolised the tears of God’s people.


Take a piece of the vegetable and put it on your plate.








The roast lamb.


The lamb sacrificed at the Temple during the day was roasted for the evening meal.  The lamb symbolised payment for sin.  Jesus is the lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world.  John 1:29.  Christ our Passover lamb has been sacrificed.  1 Corinthians 5:7.


Take some lamb and put it on your plate.











The bitter herbs.  


A mixture of five different herbs were eaten with the roast lamb.  e.g. endive, lettuce, chicory, sorrel, watercress, horse radish, dandelion and mint.  The bitter herbs were eaten in memory of the bitter experience of slavery in Egypt.


Take some bitter herbs and eat them with the roast lamb and vegetable.











