Play – Apostle to the Gentiles

Dated:6/07/2010

Play –  A Theological Interpretation of Scripture applied to Acts 9 – Saul’s conversion.
Narrator:

Scene: Special Board meeting 
Topic: Evangelisation to the Gentiles
Present: Father God, Jesus Christ (the Son), and Holy Spirit.

Background:
God the Father had expressed concern about the lack of action concerning the introduction of the Good News beyond Jerusalem, beyond the Jews, to the Gentiles. 
In addition, he had expressed a desire for His chosen people, the Jews, to understand and recognise the fullness of the triune nature of God – as revealed and presented with the Incarnation, Life, Death, Resurrection and Ascension of Jesus Christ. Referred to simply as the Trinity, this means the full equality, roles and godliness of the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.
Until now, the Jews were monotheists; they understood the presentation and respect of one God. They had crucified Jesus for His blasphemous claim of being the Son of God.
The Greeks were polytheists, where they believed in many equal Gods. Both beliefs are 

incorrect. 
The Father considered that by including the Gentiles in the Church, it would be easier to establish the concept and reality of the Trinity. Further, the role of the Holy Spirit in building the church, based on the new covenant, would be more fruitful with the Gentiles. Do not get this wrong, God’s plan is that all of mankind be saved, and that all spend eternity in heaven, the New Jerusalem, with Him
A group of highly esteemed Management Consultants, under the sponsorship of Jesus, and the Holy Spirit, had undertaken a feasibility study on the project.

The report is being presented jointly to the meeting today.

Father: Good morning, let us wait on the Holy Spirit. Come Holy Spirit.

*****(Holy Spirit arrives and joins the table)*****

Jesus:
Thank you; for looking at our proposal. The Management Consultant’s report has been circulated to you for reading and consideration. My recommendation is that we employ Phillip to commence the work, aided of course by Holy Spirit. He is in Caesarea, now and the work could start there. Holy Spirit will visit the place, select some key people to work with Phillip, and stir up a situation for Phillip and company to work from.
Spirit: Agreed, I have a few good people in mind, whom I could approach.

Father:  Hmmm. – Can you explain why you have selected Phillip, I am not convinced.

Jesus:  Sure. Well, Phillip came out first in the HR Consultant’s Evangelical aptitude tests. He interviewed very well. As you know, he is a man full of faith and the Holy Spirit. He demonstrates all of the fruits of the Holy Spirit. He knows the words and workings of the Holy Spirit well. Even the Apostles chose him to serve the meals to the Greek widows. He has proven record in the hospitality industry. He has a Greek name, which would suit him for Gentile work.  

Spirit: He worked well with me in Samaria. We had a great revival event there. He demonstrated all of My gifts including deliverance, baptism, miracles- the full range of gifts. He knew that Samaria was My doing, not his own, because he left there, at My suggestion, right in the middle of the revival, and went out to the desert, on the Jerusalem to Gaza road, at high noon if you don’t mind, to catch up with the Ethiopian eunuch. 
Father: High noon on the desert road, that is real obedience to your suggestion, There wouldn’t be any one out on that road at high noon except a well-paid eunuch returning to his home in Ethiopia..

Spirit: No, that’s right. And you know how well the church is spreading in Northern Africa, now. The Eunuch’s baptism was the direct result of Phillip’s explanation of Jesus life, suffering, and death from the writings of Isaiah.

Jesus: After that work in the desert, he went up the coast to Azotus and travelled about, preaching the gospel in all the towns until he reached Caesarea. He has two daughters, who earnestly sought, and received the gift of prophecy. They are both recognised as prophetesses, in the local church in Caesarea. They have completed the Spirit’s manual on empowerment for the prophetic, including the week long live in course.
Father: That was a very comprehensive report. Make sure that the Consultants invoice is processed quickly. Before we move onto considering the project plan, I must confess that I have a few doubts about your nominated person.

Jesus : Oh really?

Spirit: Oh really, what do you have in mind?

Father: Well, the Jews are monotheists. They have no trouble with me, at all. They know what I have done for and with them in the past. You know, Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, and that royal David. The promises we shared together, the victories that we won over their enemies.  The bounty and wealth, which I provided. The Land on which I settled them. They think that I am here alone, all by myself. I love them, they are My chosen people, so unfailing yet stubborn; so really loveable.
Spirit: You are so romantic.

Jesus: Agreed.
Father: They would and could not accept You, Jesus as My Son.  They had you crucified for your claim of being My Son.  They see me alone and supreme. They do not even accept You, Spirit, as a person, although they know about you and your prophets, whom they killed.

I really love those people. They can be such a great blessing to the whole of the world. My relations with them are a symbol of my hoped for relations with the Gentile people. The story of the Jewish restoration from Egypt to Canaan, is a foresight story of what We are doing with the rest of Our creation, from banishment from the Garden of Eden to restoration for all of eternity with the three of us, living and reigning in the New Jerusalem.
Spirit: Agreed, I know, I was there at the beginning of creation. I know of the plan to include all of creation with us, happily forever. I know of the reconciling role of Jesus, in which I helped and assisted. I understand My personal role of convicting, counselling, revealing, and glorifying, from residence inside of our people, when they ask.

Father: I need someone who understands the mind of the Jews, and who can take Our invitation to the Gentile nations of the world. Someone strong, unmarried, who will give it his all, even martyrdom. Someone who will seize the Gentiles for Us, and graft them onto the Jewish roots. 

(pause) What do you know about Saul of Tarsus? Do you have a profile on him?

Jesus and Spirit (together): No not Saul of Tarsus!

Jesus: He has a destructive spirit.

Spirit:  He's a persecutor.

Jesus:  He delights in death movies and holding coats for stone throwers.

Spirit:  He alone has jailed more converts than our evangelists have converted in the last month.

Jesus:  Its a loosing battle with him.

Spirit:  He is our number one enemy.

Jesus: If you want a reference, ask Stephen, he's outside in the corridor right now.
Father: Wow – It would sure be good to get him on our side. Who needs friends when we have enemies like him? Still, what does the HR consultant report say about him? 

Jesus (after flipping through some report papers, begins to read): Saul of Tarsus. The summary profile says : He is a  Hebrew. He is an Israelite, one of Abraham's descendants. He’s young, strong, red-haired, single, sails boats, swims well, and grows roses for their thorns, and has a high pain threshold. He is a good orator and copious writer. Almost a theologian, in a way, but his head is not up in the clouds. Spirit will read you the details.

Spirit: (reading from the CV) He is a Jew, born in Tarsus of Cilicia, but brought up in Jerusalem. He is a Roman citizen, by birth. Under Gamaliel he was thoroughly trained in the law of the Jewish fathers and is very zealous for His God. He persecuted the followers of this Way to their death, arresting both men and women and throwing them into prison, as the high priest and all the Council can testify. He even obtained letters from them to their brothers in Damascus, and went there to bring these people as prisoners to Jerusalem to be punished. He is a Pharisee, the son of a Pharisee. He looks forward to the resurrection of the dead. 

Father: He is just the man to be on Our side, not against Us. My twelfth apostle, replacing Judas. Our apostle to the Gentiles. He knows and respects his Jewish roots. He alone would have full access to Rome and its empire. He would certainly make Satan’s life unbearable. Satan whom We cast down from our throne to the earth for punishment. Now, the people whom he hassles have what he always wanted. God in their very own midst. Yes, God dwelling amongst and within all of the believers, both now and for all eternity.
Jesus: Ha ha, you are so right. But how will we get Paul to concentrate on the Gentiles, We can take him out of Jerusalem, but we cannot take Jerusalem out of him?

Father: No, the Jews themselves will do that, on our behalf. Saul’s  concentration will be on Rome, his citizenry by birth. The centre of the Roman Empire , where all of the world, the “would-bes”, the “made-its”,  prisoners and freed citizens reside. They will take Our message to the whole world from that epicentre. Anyway, over half of his life working with us will be in prison, or swimming or running for his Life, or taking prickles out of his side. Let us review the project plan.
Jesus: Well, I was leaving most of the work up to the Spirit. Now that I am enthroned at your side, I am busy preparing rooms for my people, and of course welcoming my followers, like Stephen and James.
Father: No, Jesus, I want you to be fully involved in this from the start. Saul has to see you, personally, and hear from you. This is crucial to his belief in your resurrection. leave the outworking of his work to the Holy Spirit. Your presence in Glory gives him an Apostolic mantle, similar to the rest of the Apostles.
Jesus: Ok. He is shortly to depart for Damascus. He has obtained letters from the High priest and Council to their brothers in Damascus, and is going there to bring Our people as prisoners to Jerusalem to be punished. I could appear to Him, ask him why he is persecuting Me – that should knock him off his horse. 
Father: Knock him off his horse, is good. But have you thought of putting scales over his eyes and blinding him , in front of both his friends and his enemies. A bit like the Israelites looking on Moses face after he saw Me, and Saul is certainly going to be affected by looking on your glorified face.
Spirit: Yes, like Jonah spending time in the whale, Lazarus in the tomb, even your self, Jesus, in the tomb for three days. It could be a significant time to spend in waiting, as it were. This means that  your chosen disciple who meets him will have to be prepared to pray and remove the scales from his eyes.  

Jesus: Absolutely, I love it!  I won’t tell Saul what it is all about, but I’ll indicate to him the next stage of the plan, for him. It is better that Our message and commission comes direct from one of his new people, a follower of the way whom he was going to persecute, and now will need as his comrade. The blinding of his eyes would work. To have Saul  cooling his heels and praying for two or three days in total darkness should get his attention to the fact that we are three, not one, and that I equally am one of the three. 

Father: Ok, sounds feasible. Spirit, whom do you suggest we get to heal and commission Saul. It must be one of our simple loyal followers.

Spirit:  I thought that Ananias would be reliable. The Syrian Ananias, not the real estate Ananias married to Sapphira. I think that Jesus should talk to him in his sleep and tell him what is required. Tell him to, “Go to the house of Judas (not the one who betrayed Me – he hanged himself) on Straight Street and ask for a man from Tarsus named Saul, for he is praying. In a vision he has seen a man named Ananias come and place his hands on him to restore his sight”.

Father: Won’t Ananias be freaked out? He has heard many reports about this man Saul and all the harm he has done to the saints in Jerusalem. And Saul is coming here to Damascus with authority from the chief priests to arrest all who call on your name."

Jesus: I’ll assure him that the work is important to us. I’ll explain that this man is My chosen instrument to carry My name before the Gentiles and their kings and before the people of Israel. I will show him how much Saul must suffer for My name”. Ananias will pray for him, for the baptism of the Spirit – He will surely come – the whole project is all over to Saul listening to and obeying the Spirit inside him from then on. 
Spirit: (pausing) Yes my presence in his life as comforter will be surely needed. For he will work hard, be in chains and prison frequently, be flogged severely, and be exposed to death repeatedly.
Five times he will receive from the Jews the forty lashes minus one. Three times he will be beaten with rods, once stoned, three times shipwrecked, and  spent a night and a day in the open sea. He will be constantly on the move.
 He will be in danger from rivers, in danger from bandits, in danger from his own compatriots, in danger from Gentiles; in danger in the city, in danger in the country, in danger at sea; and in danger from false brothers.  
He will be required to labor and toil and often go without sleep; he will know hunger and thirst and often go without food; he will be cold and naked. 
All of this is the requirements of the servant of ours to the gentiles. 

Jesus:  Indeed, and the seed which he plants, you will water and fertilise through to all the ends of the earth and through all of time.

Father: Blessings to you all on this venture. It is a key mission, and I know that it will be successful for the rest of Our Creation, and see the chosen ones with us, happily, eternally. Let us rejoice and pray, for those involved and for hope for all of creation. I have some new stars in the cosmos to create and name. We will review progress in a fortnight, at our weekly Divine meeting. Hallelujah!

Jesus and Spirit: Hallelujah!

Narrator: Ananias went to the house and entered it. Placing his hands on Saul, he said, "Brother Saul, the Lord—Jesus, who appeared to you on the road as you were coming here—has sent me so that you may see again and be filled with the Holy Spirit." Immediately, something like scales fell from Saul's eyes, and he could see again. He got up and was baptized, and after taking some food, he regained his strength. 
The mission of bringing the Good News to the Gentiles, and to us, had begun.
(Pause)
Narrator: The three main points of this presentation are:

· All of Mankind are included in God’s plan of salvation. He intends that all will spend eternity, peacefully, with Him.

· Paul had a willingness to serve His God, wholeheartedly, but He was doing it without God’s anointing. We all have a part to play in building His Kingdom, we need to do this in His will, and upon His calling.

· There is a personal cost to being  one of the God’s chosen, but we have the Holy Spirit as our comforter, our guide, and our shield.

 Thank you.


 

The Disciple ANANIAS

(Acts 9:10-19 and Acts 22:12-16)

By Rodney W. Francis

(Founder/Director: The Gospel Faith Messenger Ministry)

Very little is known of the disciple of Jesus who became the vital key in Paul’s life (formerly known as Saul) immediately after his conversion on the Damascus Road (Acts 9:1-9). Ananias was his name; and Ananias was given revelation keys to impart into Paul’s life, as well as to bring healing of his sight after three days of blindness. He is only mentioned in two small portions of Scripture (Acts 9:10-19 & Acts 22:12-16); yet his ministry impacted the greatest Apostle since Jesus!

But what we do know of Ananias makes for very interesting reading and meditation:

ACTS 9:10-19

1. He was a disciple of Jesus. A “disciple” is “one who follows both the teacher and the teaching” (Bullinger’s). He put into practice in his daily life what he had been taught ~ Acts 9:10. 
2. He knew the voice of the Lord clear enough to answer Him when He spoke ~ Acts 9:10. 
3. God trusted him enough to obey what God had asked of him, so that He (God) could give his name to Paul and tell him that Ananias was coming to speak into his life ~ Acts 9:11-12. 
4. Ananias had natural, human re-actions like the rest of us. He was somewhat nervous and hesitant to obey when he heard it was Paul he was meant to go and speak to. God had to reassure him ~ Acts 9:13-15. 
5. God was able to trust Ananias with revelation knowledge on other people, i.e. Paul ~ Acts 9:15-16. 
6. In spite of it being Paul, Ananias was obedient to God’s voice and followed the guidance of the Lord to Judas’ house ~ Acts 9:17, 11. 
7. Ananias chose to believe the voice of the Lord more than his own natural knowledge and negative reasonings about Paul ~ he called him “Brother Paul,” even though no human being had told him Paul was now a born-again believer! ~ Acts 9:17. 
8. Ananias’ obedience to God’s voice enabled God to set-up a divine appointment with Paul. That divine appointment led to Paul impacting millions of lives from that point on ~ including our lives too! 
9. Ananias knew to pray for Paul’s healing of blindness, and to see him filled with the Holy Spirit ~ Acts 9:17-18. 
10. Ananias baptized Paul in water as well at that time ~ Acts 9:18. 
ACTS 22:12-16

11. Ananias was a devout man; “devout” meaning “reverence for God which shows itself in actions, practical piety of every kind, the energy of piety in the life (a piety that governs the soul), reverence well and rightly directed” (Bullinger’s). “Piety” is “to act as in the fear of God.” 
12. Ananias had a good testimony (report). That means “to witness, be a witness; bear witness, testify . . . to be well testified of, have good witness borne in favour of” (Bullinger’s) ~ Acts 22:12. Ananias’ committed life enabled others to see the genuineness of his confession of faith in Jesus. He practiced what he preached! He walked the talk, more than he talked the talk! 
13. Ananias had a true prophetic gifting. He prophesied the “prophetic foundation” of Paul’s life, future and ministry very accurately ~ Acts 22:14-15. 
14. Ananias told Paul he was God’s witness to all men of what he had seen and heard. A “witness” is “one who remembers, i.e. one who has information or knowledge of a thing, and can therefore give information concerning, bring to light or confirm anything” (Bullinger’s). Paul would bear witness to the personal revelation he received directly from Jesus, as well as the prophetic words he received (heard) from Ananias ~ Acts 9:1-19; Acts 22:6-21; Acts 26:12-19. 
THE SAME PRINCIPLES APPLY TO US TODAY

The prophetic principles and keys that Ananias gave to Paul in Acts 22:14-15 are exactly the same principles that we all need to take heed to and apply in our own lives today. 

What are they?

1. KNOW that we are chosen of God! 
2. KNOW God’s will for our life! 
3. SEE the Just One (Jesus) ~ we see Him with the eye of faith. 
4. HEAR the voice of His mouth! 
5. BE HIS (Jesus’) WITNESS TO ALL OF WHAT WE HAVE SEEN AND HEARD! 
Without these same principles in our lives, our effectiveness as a born-again, Holy Spirit-filled believer will be very limited. It is this personal revelation and prophetic input into our lives that makes us over-comers and achievers in the Kingdom of God today. If we do not know, see and hear the above, we will not know where to focus our attention, and will struggle in our endeavours to fulfil the will and call of God for our lives.

Let us learn from the example of Ananias. Let us be a person that God can rely on to give our name to others and tell them we are coming with a message for them. To be in that category we have to be obedient to whatever the Lord tells us, no matter what our mind or reasoning tries to tell us.

Will you be an Ananias for Jesus today? 

