A presentation on the Holy Spirit’s role in the Annunciation and Birth of Jesus Yehshua of Nazareth, of the Tribe of Judah, from the Line of David.
A. Introduction: 
Today, I am sharing with you my understanding of the role of the Holy Spirit in Jesus conception and birth
. 
My approach is academic, because that is the circle which I move in, however Dawn has read over the presentation to make sure that my message is understandable and interesting.  We will first look at Old Testament indications, and the birth event itself both as recorded in Scripture. Then we will look at information from the Creeds and theological writers. This approach gives a rounded view to scripture. Our tradition is so much part of the way we interpret scripture. (Catholic upbringing, Baptist teaching) It is helpful also to take into account what learned writers have to contribute on the subject.
The reason for selecting this aspect of Jesus life is that this event captures both a supernatural and significant moment in the history of the creation. The activator of the event was the Holy Spirit.
The event also marks a significant moment in our understanding of the Trinity. 
The Holy Spirit caused God to become the Father, He had a son, Jesus; and Jesus became a Son with a real live Father. The being and nature of God, which had always been three in one, was now being demonstrated for our human experience; three persons were now clearly presented. The fullness of the Trinity had been made real, shown for all to see and ponder. God was no longer shown as a monotheist, existing on His own, with a power source called the Holy Spirit. The picture now becomes fully what it was from the beginning, three personal entities. Father, Son and Spirit are the members of a divine community unified by equality and singleness of purpose. The son, Jesus, was separated from the Father, for a time.
Consider for a moment the excitement of a newborn in your family. The circumstances, relationships, and planning for the newborn and for the now increased family are changed from that time on. We will shortly see the same excitement described in the heavenly family. 
But that’s not all! God became fully man in Jesus, through the Holy Spirit. By this action of becoming one with us, He shows that we are valuable, that we have a reason for living, a sense of purpose. Our individual humanness is fully worthwhile in his eyes. At the moment of divine conception by the Holy Spirit, heaven invaded earth, and this changed everything, all things, for all time. Humanity from then enjoys access to unlimited power, through divine presence dwelling within. Consider moments when you were valued, a proposal, a celebration, or an anniversary. You can sense the peace, the joy, the pleasantness within your spirit, and at times still recall it with a smile. When the Holy Spirit brought Jesus down upon this earth, in Mary’s womb, he introduced a swinging door between heaven and earth, between the divine and the human. A door, which would open swinging both ways for exit and entrance.
For me, the Holy Spirit announced the start of a life that was designed to free humanity from sin and death. His name was Jesus. While a consideration of His passion, death and resurrection might be traditionally viewed as the flag-bearer for redeeming us from sin, nevertheless, in a sense sin was also dealt with from the start of Jesus life and throughout His ministry on earth. (Through His obedience to His Father, His overcoming of the satanic temptations in the desert, His deliverance from demons, His healings, and His miracles, are further examples of overcoming sin and its effects.
All of the benefits of redemption are available for us through the life of Jesus who was fully God, living as a man like us in all ways, except for committing sin
. The Holy Spirit gained for us new life, from Jesus earthly beginnings, His conception and his birth (leading to His life). The benefits from His birth continue to this day for us. From His throne, He intercedes with the Father on our behalf, and directs the Holy Spirit as our teacher, comforter, and guide. We are now able to partake in divinity
 through the door which swings and opens both ways between heaven and earth.  

My main purpose of this sharing with you today is that this is a time for us as Pentecostals, to recognise the role; the Holy Spirit has both within the Trinity and within our own salvation and redemption. My purpose is to elevate the Holy Spirit’s profile in our knowledge and our lives. To recognise and appreciate His role more, thereby indicating our willingness to acknowledge and worship the third person of the Trinity, the Holy Spirit. 
B. Jesus birth was unique and divinely orchestrated. The uniqueness can be directly attributable to the Holy Spirit.
In Genesis, after the narration of the fall of man, God warned the serpent (Satan) that he would put enmity between him and the woman whom he had successfully tempted. That there would be one who would crush the serpent’s head and in return receive a “bruised heel’ for His efforts
. 

In this statement, the Lord God, within the Garden of Eden and the context of mankind’s sin promised that one would come who would defeat the rule of Satan on behalf of all of mankind – and he would suffer in so doing.
Old Testament prophets, inspired by the Holy spirit, predicted Jesus birth.
The Holy Spirit prompted the prophets Hosea, Nathan, Isaiah, and Micah to announce specific aspects of the pending arrival of Jesus, the Messiah.

While not all relevant prophecies are enumerated here, their prophetic words promise a redeemer, from the line of David
,
, born to a virgin
, in Bethlehem
, with anointed qualities, and who would suffer dislocation from shortly after His birth
.. Upon His birth, He had to be shifted from his home, friends, and relatives to Egypt for safety, and all male children under aged two were slaughtered in an attempt to exterminate Him at birth. These prophecies and the outworking of them specifically and directly are the work of the Holy Spirit. They predict the circumstances about the coming of the Messiah, Yehshua the Son of God of Israel.
The Spirit who “hovered” or “brooded” over the cosmos at creation
  effected Jesus conception. 
In the Scripture, we do not have a picture of impregnation or indeed sexual activity.
The Angel announces to Mary that the Spirit would “overshadow” her
. The Greek word used in the Scripture is episkiazo. This is not the same word used in the Genesis creation story, (where the Spirit hovered over the waters or where the breath (of the Holy Spirit) was breathed giving life into Adam). The meaning of the word episkiazo is portrayed in the narration of the transfiguration. (Then a cloud appeared and enveloped them, and a voice came from the cloud –"This is my Son, whom I love. Listen to him!" Mark 9:7). This same word episkiazo is used in the Old Testament to describe the cloud overshadowing the tent of meeting of Moses, where the Glory of the Lord filled the tabernacle (Moses could not enter the Tent of Meeting because the cloud had settled upon it, and the glory of the LORD filled the tabernacle  - Exodus 40:35). 
Luke in Acts also uses the same term when he describes the shadow of Peter falling on the onlookers and their being healed
. 
Episkiazo is used in scripture in relation to God’s power and His glory.
 Does your shadow or presence convey the same Holy Spirit to those around you? 
Jesus birth was accompanied by significant spiritual (angelic) activity and joy (ecstasy –including “party”). 
This activity suggests both the joy of heaven at the event and the hand of the Holy Spirit in the event.
Joy was very prominent in the following two situations. The Holy Spirit presented the fullness of the Trinity, in accordance with a self-revealing God. Also, the Trinity incorporated
 humankind into fullness of the Godhead, as the bride of Christ. 

His impending birth was heralded to Mary by an angel. She was to conceive in her womb and bear a son, and He would be named Jesus the Son of the Most High. On being questioned how this could happen, the angel replied that “the Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the Most High will overshadow you and he will be called Son of God” 
.   
An Angel in a dream reassured Joseph that the child was indeed conceived by the Holy Spirit, and that he should not be afraid to take Mary as his wife
.
At the moment of Yehshua’s  birth the Heavens opened and the heavenly hosts 
began praising God and saying “Glory to God in the highest heaven, and on earth peace among those who he favours”
.   
An angel also heralded His birth to shepherds in the fields. They announced to them, “Do not be afraid; I bring you good news of great joy for all the people; to you is born this day in the city of David a Saviour who is the Messiah, the Lord”
. 
The family was visited by “wise men” who came from the east, after following a star which resided over Bethlehem. “They entered the house and saw Mary with the child and knelt down and paid him homage.   Then opened their treasure chests, they offered him gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrrh”
.
Finally, within the “new-born” period prophet and prophetess Simeon and Anna met the family within the temple. Simeon had been assured that he would not die until he had seen the Lord’s Messiah. “Simeon took him in his arms and praised God, for salvation for the gentiles and glory for the people of Israel”. Anna came and “began to praise God and to speak about the child to all who were looking for the redemption of Jerusalem

From a Holy Spirit theology view, these accounts describe a scenario of heavenly partying. This is very interesting. It is so full of excitement.
Paul talks about one of the characteristics or a fruit of the Holy Spirit is joy
. Further, the joy of the Holy Spirit (partying) is shown again as a characteristic at Pentecost
, when Peter had to defend the actions and attitudes of the disciples as them “not being drunk, it is only nine o’clock in the morning”. In this episode, the disciples were overwhelmed with joy at what was to be the birth of the church, in similar fashion to the heavenly hosts at the birth of Jesus. Here the Holy Spirit was described as a mighty wind, and as tongues of fire, and emotional and freeing expressions of joy. 
David in Psalm 2, describes God in heaven, laughing at the prospect of rulers of the earth planning to overtake Him.

It was the prospect of this same heavenly joy, which enabled Jesus to endure the cross and the scornful shame
.
Spirit Theology and tradition pertaining to Jesus conception and birth.
Two of the four gospel writers provide commentary on the conception and birth of Jesus
. They both demonstrate the uniqueness and supernatural origins of the event. More important for this study, they both describe the role of the Holy Spirit. The Son did not acclaim in His own right, as part of the triune God, but chose to receive His humanity and His divinity through the Holy Spirit. 
 

Creedal beliefs:

For Catholicism
, John Paul II writes “the conception and birth of Jesus has a pneumatological
 (pneuma = spiritual or wind – as in pneumatic drill) aspect, since the mystery of the Incarnation was accomplished "by the power of the Holy Spirit." That Spirit with the Father and for the Son incarnated Jesus. The mystery of the Incarnation constitutes the climax of this giving, this divine self-communication of the Triune God”
. 

The Nicene Creed (AD 325) professes: "By the power of the Holy Spirit he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, and was made man." In the words of the same Creed, it is professed that Jesus is the Son, of the same substance as the Father: "God from God, Light from Light, and true God from true God; begotten, not made.
" He was made man by becoming "incarnate from the Virgin Mary."
The Eastern Orthodox Churches profess that Christ, from the very moment of conception, was fully God and fully man. This is in accord with Western creeds quoted above. 
Theologians say:

Trinitarian author Clark Pinnock
 writes of what he calls a “social economy” within the Trinity, as being the outcome of the Holy Spirit’s work in the birth of Jesus. This social economy is referred to as the doctrine of perichoresis.  This means The Father, Son and Spirit are all in one, and one in all. The three Persons dwell and are established firmly in one another. For the Son is in the Father and the Spirit: and the Spirit in the Father and the Son: and the Father in the Son and the Spirit, but there is no confusion.
So what is so important about perichoresis? Well, it has something to do with the Trinity, which is crucial in these days of shallow, evangelical "me and Jesus" or “me and God” thinking and teaching. Brothers and sisters, all of our consideration and living is about Him, and He is comforting us, this day, through His Holy Spirit. 

Pinnock states the emanating work of the Holy Spirit in the incarnation, when he writes; “The Trinity is also inferred from salvation, that God is the Father, revealed by the Son, through the Spirit. The story of Jesus yields the foundations of Trinitarian thought – His relationship with God. The picture is of a transcendent society or community of three personal entities. Father, Son and Spirit are the members of a divine community unified by common divinity and singleness of purpose 
. 
Finally, Myk Habets, summarises the current research findings well, when he writes: “The promise of Jesus birth in both Matthew and Luke is intended to say that He is the messianic son of God and Lord of the messianic kingdom, not only since His resurrection and enthronement at Pentecost, and not merely since his baptism by John, but from his earthly beginnings in relation to the Holy spirit, and by His heavenly origin.”
 
C. Conclusion

The event being considered involves all of the Trinity.

When the Holy Spirit over-shadowed Mary, He enflamed her with love. 

First, we must acknowledge the love of the Father, which extended His arms to create humanity for His divine and peaceful presence. The love of the Father which forgave and redeemed sinful humanity so that they could exist eternally in His Divine presence, as the Bride of His Son. 

Then we recognise that the seed and DNA of Jesus was a seed of love. Jesus could do nothing else but love. His life showed love for people in need, strife, and in difficulty. He loved the unlovable ones, the blind, the lame, and the lepers. He loved until he died, then through the Holy Spirit, he rose again.
Finally, we can view the Holy Spirit as One who bonds the loving fellowship that God is and creates access to the Father through the Son
. The Spirit reaches out to creatures, catches them up and brings them home as the Bride of Christ. When things went wrong, (in the created world) through the misuse of freedom, God sent forth the Holy Spirit on a mission of redemption through Jesus through His Incarnation. Now, His Holy Spirit might restore us from injury and brokenness within our nature.
Through the Holy Spirit, we can have faith to access the Power of God, or we can have love and become the power of God. No amount of spiritual armour, anointing oil, or seed-faith offerings will ever take the place of love. All these things are wonderful, but if you love, you will have God’s Holy Spirit power automatically. Love is the power of God’s Holy Spirit. It is the fulfilment of every Word in Scripture, Love is not just one of many things, which a Christian should practise; it is everything.
Love is God’s gift of the Holy Spirit, who creates and embraces, in a playful sort of way. There is a call to accept and enjoy all the goodness, which He has given us already. We are living today under an open heaven.

The Holy Spirit who created the cosmos, overshadowed Mary, supported Jesus during His suffering and death, rolled back the stone, raised Him from the dead, escorted Him to the right hand of the Father, lives inside of us.

Do you Know Him? Do you listen to Him? Do you obey Him?
Let us allow the excitement and joys of the Holy Spirit permeate into and through us, now today. Come Holy Spirit – dance, laughter, clapping, joy, happy memories – overshadow each and every one of us here this day. We embrace you and your joyful presence.
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